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Celebration for women’s rights held in Parwan
Pfc. Aubree Rundle
Task Force Pegasus Public Affairs Office

PARWAN, AFGHANISTAN-In celebration of Na-
tional Women’s Day in Afghanistan, more than 100 
men joined nearly 650 women at the Wedding Center 
in Parwan Province, Feb. 11 in support of women’s 
civil liberties. The event was sponsored by the Parwan 
Department of Women’s Affairs. 

“This celebration of women’s day was organized to 
emphasize the need to improve the economic, social, 
political, and civil status of women in Afghanistan, 
especially in Parwan,” said Shahjan, director of DWA, 
Parwan.

The ceremony began with a performance of the Af-
ghanistan National Anthem by a class of children from 
a school in Parwan, followed by a skit encouraging 
women to unite together to fight against violence and 
the right to receive education.

“The message to encourage women to work side-by-
side with men in our society and fight against unem-
ployment, illiteracy and other social short-comings 
is my life’s ambition,” said Sharjan.  “It is important 

for our province to help 
each other move towards 
a new Afghanistan in 
which equality, social 
justice and democracy 
can prevail.” 

Many women come 
to the DWA looking for 
hope; a solution to their 
lifestyles, misfortunes 
and shortcomings, said 
Sharjan.  Whether it is 
violence within a family, 

a young woman who desires an education or women 
who need work to care for their children, the DWA 
help these women find what best fits their needs.

A week prior to the ceremony, a Provincial Recon-
struction Team (PRT), based out of Bagram Airfield, 
traveled to the DWA compound to deliver household 
items and clothing for the women and children who 
attended the celebration.  

“The service members with the PRT are proud to 
provide assistance to the needs of these women and 
their cause,” said Sgt. 1st Class Mark Johnson, 364th 
Civil Affairs PRT NCOIC.  

Having delivered more than a dozen truck loads of 
goods over the past year, the PRT receives their do-
nations for the DWA from various units who collect 
donated items from schools and relatives in the United 
States who want to provide for the needs of these wom-
en, said Johnson.

At the women’s affairs compound, sewing classes, 
reading and writing Farsi and studies on the basics of 
business management are offered to women in Parwan 
                                                    see WOMEN, page 3.

 The Director of the Department of Women’s Affairs       
(second from left) with members of her staff at the the 
Women’s compound, Parwan, Afghanistan.

Pfc. Aubree Rundle

Pfc. Aubree Rundle
Women in the Farsi class 
are taught how to read 
and write at the women’s 
compound, Parwan, 
Afghanistan.
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New season, new beginnings for Pegasus family
Col. Kelly Thomas
 Task Force Pegasus Commander

Command Sgt. Maj. David Brasfield
 Task Force Pegasus Command Sergeant Major

Command Sgt. Maj. 
David Brasfield 

Pegasus Family, we are beginning our fourth month 
in Afghanistan and want to thank you for all of the let-
ters of encouragement and care packages.  Our mission 
success and the performance of Task Force Pegasus is 
directly tied to your support and positive reinforcement.  

We are busy with all of the full spectrum combat avi-
ation operations utilizing day/night and night vision sys-
tems.  With the extension of 3rd Brigade Combat Team, 
10th Mountain Division and the arrival of our 4th Brigade 
Combat Team, we are flying twice as many missions 
to keep up with the new battle space.  In addition, we 
added Task Force Lightning to our Task Force Pegasus 
family.  Task Force Lightning is a Military Intelligence 
Battalion from Fort Gordon, Georgia.  Additionally, we 
are building a provisional Fixed Wing Battalion that will 
be organic to Task Force Pegasus.  As you can see, we 
are a busy, growing task force!

Finally, we are transitioning from the cold, harsh 

Winter to a more pleasant 
Spring environment.  Of course, 
we are also reminded that the 
extreme heat of an Afghanistan 
summer is only weeks away.  
We have many members on 
their Rest and Recuperation 
(R&R) leave and wish them 
safe travels and speedy returns.

I hope you have a mild 
Spring and a Happy Easter.  
The religious support teams 
have made a significant effort 
to provide services and events for Easter while we are 
deployed.

You are all in our thoughts and prayers!  Thank you 
for all that you do for your Paratrooper!  You truly are 
our heroes!

God bless each of you!  On Pegasus’ Wings…All the 
Way, Airborne!

to visit/vacation at some 
of the southern Forward 
Operating Bases during 
some of the coldest days. I 
was running down Disney 
Boulevard (our only 
running route) the other 
day with my battle buddy, 
Col. Kelly Thomas, and 
we realized just how much 
solitude we had over the 
past few months, as the 
only two foolish enough to 

hit the road at 0500 hours and endure the extreme cool 
temperatures of our morning runs. 

Where has everyone been? Now as the sun comes 
up earlier and with the mild temperatures in the 
morning, it looks very similar to Ardennes Street back 
at Ft. Bragg. Welcome fellow runners.  We’re glad 
to see you! I dug up a little plot of ground the other 
day and spent hours removing the rocks and debris, 
carefully raking the                            

    see SPRING, page 3.

Spring is finally here! It has been a cold, snowy and 
wet winter here in Bagram. Our Task Forces elsewhere 
in Afghanistan had it a little milder, and it was great 

Spring has sprung, my gardening has begun
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WOMEN from page 1
to provide a way of becoming economically educated 
and literate.

“The DWA will face many challenges in the future, 
however hosting this celebration sent out a message to 
the women of Parwan to take pride in who they are and 
stand up for your civil rights,” said Sharjan. “With an 
increase in financial support through organizations, the 
government and the people of the districts in Parwan, 
women can be become educated enough to teach in 
classrooms, to provide medical aid within their com-
munities and hospitals and to contribute to our growing 
economy.”
“This was the third annual celebration since the DWA 
was established more than three years ago. Since then, 
the organization has been active in the growth of the 
districts and province educational, media, health, and 
economic affairs. 

BAGRAM AIRFIELD-Men and women from 
combined armed forces gathered together at 
the MWR clamshell March 29 in celebration of 
Women’s History month.

The guest speaker for this event was Sgt. Maj. 
Melinda Yarbrough, the Combined Joint Task 
Force (CJTF)-82 logistics sergeant major.

Women’s History Month has been a national 
celebration since 1987, when the National 
Women’s History Project petitioned Congress 
to expand the celebration to the entire month of 
March to acknowledge the efforts women have 
made throughout history.  What started as an 
unknown topic is now an event celebrated in 
schools, workplaces and communities.

The celebration was kicked off by a perfor-
mance of an Etta James song by the  82nd Air-
borne Division String Quartet. The Enduring 
Faith Praise Team also performed.

Yarbrough began her speech be reading Maya 
Angelo’s Phenomenal Woman, and continued her 
speech by acknowledging the women in the audience 
in attendance at the observance.

“My goal today is to touch and inspire at least one of 
you today and if I do, I have succeeded,” said Yar-
brough.

Pfc. Aubree Rundle
TF Pegasus Public Affairs Office

Soldiers celebrate Women’s History Month

This year’s theme for Women’s History Month was      
Generations of women…Moving History Forward. Yar-
brough addressed this theme by acknowledging women 
from the biblical era to today’s leaders.  

“Who would have thought we would ever hear 
Madam Speaker of the House, Nancy Pelosi, Secre-  
                          see CELEBRATION, page 4. 

Sgt. Maj. Melinda Yarbrough,  receives a certificate 
of appreciation from Sgt. 1st Class Sean Miller, Equal 
Opportunities Advisor, after speaking at the Women’s History 
Observance March 29, Bagram Airfield.

Pfc. Aubree Rundle

  see CELEBRATION, page4.
CELEBRATION from page 3

SPRING from page 2
ground on a home-made wooden rake our command drivers 
made for me. Once I was done with that, I planted grass seed 
and watered really well. So far, it’s still a mud plot as daily 
I remove rocks that someone keeps putting in there. Don’t 
they know that this is my little piece of sanity?  My own little 
piece of heaven? Two days ago, a couple of pink flamingos 
showed up, and I can’t seem to shoo them away. If my grass 
doesn’t grow, it must be because they’re eating all the seed! 

Please wish me well and I could use your prayers too, and 
maybe we will have a little patch of green grass over here. 
As you begin your spring rituals and the grass turns green 
and flowers begin to bloom in your plot, think of us as we 
are thinking about you.Remember all the things we like to do 
together and apart this time of the year. 

Regardless of where we are, let’s all rejoice in the 
awesome weather; after all, spring has sprung! Thank you all 
for your continued support. All the Way, On Pegasus’ Wings, 
Airborne!
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As we approach the end of our third month in theater, 
one of the great holiday seasons will be imminently upon 
us.  For those of the Christian faith, Holy Week culminating 
with Easter and its relevant observances is a most significant 
time.  Just several days earlier, Jews around the world begin 
to celebrate the eight-day Passover holiday commemorating 
the Exodus from Egypt.  There is strong historical link be-
tween these two holiday observances, as is known to many 
the connection of the Jewish ritual Passover Seder Meal and 
the Last Supper as commemorated by faithful Christians till 
this very day.

Any way you look at it, the holidays are a difficult time 
to be apart from family and loved ones.  Throughout the 
generations this is a time when people gather together, 
families re-unite, traditional festive meals take place, and 
a meaningful sense of rejuvenation and renewal of spirit 
is achieved.  Easter’s themes are that of resurrection and 
renewal; while Passover commemorates/teaches the power 
of divine redemption and the most universally sought after 
principle – freedom.  As a nation, and as a military, com-
prised of great diversity (religious, ethnic, race, creed, etc.) 
we bring all these principles to the common table for the 
benefit of ourselves, our families, our society, and all those 
with whom we interact.  Whether in our homes, churches/
temples, at work, or even on deployment – this American 
spirit woven of so many different fabrics suits us well in the 
face of evil, challenge, adversity and combat.  For it is with 
ever-renewed spirit which we fight for freedom; our fears 
quelled by the divine guarantee of redemption, salvation and 
prophetic promise of resurrection – each man or woman in 
accordance with their respective faith.  United as one nation 
and one military we stand; divided we fall.

When we approach this deployment (and persevere 
through its time of separation from loved ones left behind) 

Chaplain (Capt.) Shmuel Felzenberg 
Task Force Pegasus Chaplain with this indomitable spirit – we cannot lose, we are not 

alone, we are dear in the hearts of those we love, and God’s 
divine blessing will ultimately be ours. 

Just looking at these several months, past and present, we 
have celebrated so many aspects of our cultural diversity 
and history.  February was highlighted with a Black History 
Month observance, March being Women’s History Month, 
and April will see the Days of Remembrance – which com-
memorates the genocide of the Nazi-perpetrated Holocaust.  
There too is common thread between these uniquely differ-
ent observances.  That commonality is the celebration of 
what I like to call “unified diversity”.  The more diverse a 
group of people, all the more significant is their unity and 
positive acknowledgement of each other, all the while work-
ing together as one team.

     One team diverse in its makeup:  white, black, His-
panic, oriental, or other ethnicity; man or woman; old or 
young; Christian, Jew, Muslim, or of other faith – this is 
the strength which we bring to the fight.  It is regrettably 
the exact opposite which we annually commemorate during 
the Days of Remembrance, when we reflect on the diffi-
cult lesson of the Holocaust:  that when we shun and deny 
humanity in others, we destroy humanity within ourselves; 
when we reject the human, and the holy, in any neighbor’s 
soul, - then we unleash the beast and the barbaric in our own 
heart.  These hostile attitudes must be seen as attempts to 
wipe out the image of God in the dignity of His children.  
Such was the error of the Nazis; such is the attitude of the 
Taliban and Al-Qaeda.   This we are sworn to fight against.  
This holiday season is indeed a time most auspicious to 
rededicate ourselves in the fight against any such tendency, 
from any source.

 For only as a people who see the image of God in our 
fellow man, can we ever hope to be so viewed by our Father 
in Heaven.  All the way!

Season of renewing, strengthening faith

CELEBRATION from page 3
tary of State, Condaleezza Rice and other leaders 
including your mothers, grandmothers, aunts, wives, 
and other great women that have impacted your life,” 
said Yarbrough. “Generations of Women moving his-
tory forward, you need to do the same.”

The 82nd Jazz Quartet performed a song by Janis 
Joplin, a woman who impacted the Rock era and were 
followed by a song by the Enduring Faith Women’s 
Choir. 

“I’m glad I had the opportunity to experience the 

recognition of women’s rights and successes during 
this observance,” said Sgt. 1st Class Sandra Tyszkie-
wicz, food service NCOIC with E Co., 1st Battalion, 
285th Aviation Regiment of the Arizona National 
Guard. 

“I’ve been in the service for the past 28 years and 
I’m glad I joined the service when I did because it 
gave me the chance to pave the way for young female 
Soldiers today who in return are taking the next step 
forward for the generations ahead of them.”
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BAGRAM AIRFIELD-The Soldiers of 
3rd General Support Aviation Battalion, 82nd 
Combat Aviation Brigade, also known as Task 
Force Talon, participated in a task force wide 
maintenance stand-down day in support of 
Operation Enduring Freedom VIII for mission 
readiness.

“It is necessary for the task force to have 
a day focused on the maintenance of our 
aircraft, vehicles and ground support equip-
ment,” said Lt. Col Nicholas Chronis, Task 
Force Talon commander.

 “These are our tools for the ongoing fight 
here in Afghanistan; without them we are 
ineffective as a unit and will be unable to per-
form our missions in support of our brethren 
on the ground.”  

Soldiers of Task Force Talon started the day with a 
three mile run around the flight line, weaving between 
aircraft - Chinooks Blackhawks and Longbow Apach-
es - along the route.

At the completion of the run, Task Force Talon 
command sergeant major, Command Sgt. Maj. James 
Franklin directed the Soldiers in an on-line formation 
for a foreign object debris (FOD) walk.     

Task Force Talon ‘maintains’ to stay in fight

Collecting this debris from the flight line lowers the 
chance of it being ‘kicked-up’ and damaging one of 
the mission ready aircraft, said Franklin.

The day continued on with heavy maintenance on the 
Task Forces’ fleet of aircraft and vehicles. 

“This gave us a chance to focus on a lot of the faults 
that were showing up on the aircraft’s log books and 
an excuse to give them all a good wash”, said Spc. 
Amos Hudson, from Company A, 3-82nd GSAB.

 Air crews and maintenance 
personnel were able to perform 
scheduled maintenance inspections 
to ensure the Talon’s aircraft were 
fit to fly.

To give the Soldiers a break from 
working on their respective areas of 
maintenance and build camaraderie 
between the companies., Company 
E 3-82nd GSAB  sponsored a bar-
becue for the task force.  

By days end, the task force ac-
complished the intent of the com-
mander – “Keep’em flying”.  

Much was accomplished through-
out the day by Task Force Talon and 
the time they took out guarantees 
their equipment is up to fighting 
standard and will keep them in 
flight.

Pfc. Aubree Rundle

Task Force Talon Commander, Lt. Col. Nicholas Chronis leads his bat-
talion during a three mile task force run on Bagram Airfield’s flight line, 
kicking off the task force’s ‘Maintenance Day’.

Pfc. Aubree Rundle

Soldiers from Task Force Talon conduct a foreign object debris 
walk across the flight line immediately after completing their task 
force run, which kicked off maintanance day for the battalion.

By Capt. Charlie Hall
Task Force Talon Public Affairs
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KANDAHAR AIRFIELD – Staff Sgt. Tonya John-
son had never fired a Mark 19 in her entire military 
career. But March 17 is an experience she will never 
forget.

“It was like a rush. After the first two rounds fired, 
I was in a zone so I kept firing”, said the 2nd Battal-
ion, 82nd Combat 
Aviation Brigade 
personnel actions 
clerk.

Johnson along 
with 40 Troop-
ers from Task 
Force Corsair and 
members of the 
Australian Army 
fired three Army 
weapons systems 
at Tarnak Farms to 
become “comfort-
able with heavy 
weapons systems,” 
said Sgt. 1st Class 
Dejarius Jones, 
motor sergeant for 
Company E, 2nd 
Bn., 82nd CAB.

“This is not a qualification range,” Jones said. 
“Most Soldiers have never fired these systems, so we 
want them to become familiar with them and com-
fortable if there is ever a need.”

Crew-served weapons are a major part of today’s 
Army inventory.  Soldiers must now go beyond the 
basics of the M-16 and M249 as their primary de-
fense weapons, to the more advanced systems of the 
Mark 19, the M203 and the Browning M2 .50 caliber 
machine gun. Most such weapon systems deliver 
armor piercing and high explosive munitions over a 
longer range or to larger targets.

“We want to familiarize Soldiers with the crew 
served weapons that have never fired them and give 
them every opportunity to prepare for [the un-
known],” said Sgt. 1st Class Lawrence Hollenbeck, 

Corsair Troopers fire advance weapons systems
By Sgt. 1st Class Krishna M. Gamble
Task Force Pegasus Public Affairs

platoon sergeant for Co. E, 2nd Bn., 82nd CAB.
“The more proficient Soldiers are going to be the 

trainers,” Hollenbeck said. “They will have live 
rounds and we will move out to the range in a tactical 
formation because there is a real threat, a real enemy 
out there.”

“It was good training; very hands on,” Johnson 
said. “I am now more confident with those weapons 

systems and if I had to 
use it, I know I could do 
it.”

Tarnak Farms is one 
of the many training 
sites for Soldiers in the 
southern area of Af-
ghanistan, but the terrain 
around it offers every 
opportunity for enemy 
engagement.

“At Fort Bragg, every-
thing is by the numbers. 
It’s safe and controlled,” 
said 1st Lt. Jon Moralee, 
officer in charge of the 
range. “Here, you take 
every precaution when 
you leave the gate.”

Even with the risk 
of enemy engagement, Soldiers like Johnson were 
excited about the opportunity to get up close to the 
different weapon systems. The Mark 19 can fire from 
a tripod mounted position or from a vehicle mount. 
It has been used by American forces in Somalia, Iraq 
and by special forces operating behind enemy lines. 

Entering the Army’s inventory in the early 1970s, 
the M203 grenade launcher is a single-shot weapon 
designed for use with the M16 series rifle and fires 
a 40mm grenade. The Browning M2 .50-caliber 
machine gun is a World War II era crew-operated 
machine gun. This gun may be mounted on ground 
mounts, and most vehicles as an anti-personnel and 
anti-aircraft weapon.

“It was my first time firing [a Mark 19] and I was 
excited – not nervous,” said Spc. Virgilio Manalo, 

                                                see RANGE, page 8. 

Staff Sgt. Tonya Johnson fires a Mark 19 at Tarnak Farms March 
17 as part of crew- served weapons training as her trainer and 
assistant gunner Sgt. Jeremy Buzzard looks on.

Sgt. 1st Class Krishna M. Gamble



On Pegasus Wings
April 1, 2007  7Community

Avionics support covers broad spectrum of operations
BAGRAM AIRFIELD- Aviation Intermediate Sup-
port (AVIM) for avionics operations is provided by-
Company B, 122ND Aviation Support Battalion in three 
locations in Afghanistan; Kandahar, Salerno and here. 

 The avionics platoons are responsible for repair-
ing, maintaining, and installing systems for radar, 
navigation, countermeasures, and communication for 
all types of aircraft and it is essential to understand 
the importance of the Avionics Platoons, according to 
Maj. Craig Alia, the executive officer for Task Force 
Corsair. 

These platoons are divided into three squads. The 
flight line squad consisting of avionics mechanics and 
aircraft electricians, the radar squad consisting of the 
avionics systems repairers and the commo squad is the 
avionics communications repairer Soldiers.  

Flight line squad, lead by Sgt. Carl Brooks, recently 
supported three phases of maintenance on Blackhawk 
aircraft which included electrical systems check, 
maintaining aircraft wiring, repairing stipulators and 
checking aircraft survival equipment. Among other 
duties as avionics mechanics and aircraft electricians, 
these Soldiers also encrypt radios for the secure com-
munications between allied 
and other U.S. forces.  

The technicians at Kanda-
har, led by Staff Sgt. Mat-
thew Deakin and Staff Sgt. 
Salvador Anderson, perform 
production control and the 
aircraft electrician section.  
Sergeant Labaron Nichols 
is the NCO in charge of the 
avionic systems repair sec-
tion and the avionic commu-
nications repair section is led 
by Sgt. Miguel Reyes.  

 “I’m proud of the group 
that came here. My troop-
ers are extremely motivated, 
well rounded, and ready to complete any mission 
placed before them,” Nichols said.

At Salerno, a group of aircraft electricians led by 
Staff Sgt. John Croall, provide avionics line support 

By Spc. Nikkita D. Bautista and CW3 Andrew J. Russell
Task Force Corsair and Atlas Public Affairs

to the Blackhawk and Chinook aircraft operating from 
that airbase.

 Here at Bagram Airfield, Sgt. 1st. Class Yurell 
Boone leads the technician team which is made up of 
personnel for maintaining production control op-
erations, an avionics system repair section, avionic 
communications section, an avionic electrician section 
and a section which sustains the electronic equipment 

testing facility.  
 “We have been 

busy taking care of 
work orders everyday 
since the day we ar-
rived in January,” said 
Boone. 

From the day 
avionics platoon set 
boots on the ground 
in Afghanistan, they 
have been challenged, 
but have accomplished 
all missions while 
remaining focused, 
flexible, and profes-

sional for anything that comes their way. 
“One of the main goals in Avionics is to leave the 

work areas in better condition than when we moved 
in and to set a higher standard for the successors to 
achieve with regard to work ethics,” said Boone.  

CW3 Andrew Russell

Left, Spc. Eric Whitehead and Spc. Elvis Padilla check 
the continuity of an intercom system cable.

CW3 Andrew Russell

Above, Spc. Alexander Mercado performs maintenance 
on a pilot night vision device.
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RANGE from page 6 
petroleum specialist for Co. E, 2nd Bn. 82nd CAB. “I just 
hope I hit my target.”      

 “The Mark 19 has a little kick back to it, but when you 
see the explosion of the rounds, it’s an adrenaline rush,” said 
Sgt. James Degroat, Task Force Corsair retention NCO. “It’s 
almost like a video game, but these are live rounds and they 
do a lot of damage.”

The weapons systems of the Australian Army are slightly 
different from American forces said Australian Army Capt. 
Colin Baldwin. The Australian infantry troops have the same 
.50-caliber machine gun and a grenade launcher. Aviation sol-
diers primarily carry 9 mm pistols and a Styr rifle. 

“It was a good exchange and a positive experience,” Bald-
win said.

SALERNO- Reporter Karen Schaler and pho-
tographer Filip Kapsa from ABC-15 KNXV-TV 
Phoenix, Az. spent a week with Soldiers from 
the 1-285th Attack Reconnaissance Battalion of 
the Arizona National Guard to share their story 
with the world.  

At the end of two weeks of arduous travel, 
countless interviews, hundreds of photos and 
hours of film, Lt. Col. Donald Y. Kwan, Task 
Force Desert Hawk commander, presented 
Schaler and Kapsa with a United States Flag 
that was flown over Afghanistan in an Apache 
Longbow helicopter by aviators Chief Warrant 
Officer 2 Sharon Mothershed and 1st Lt. Justin 
Douglas. 

“The flag was dedicated to the news crew as 
a thank you from the Arizona National Guard 
for sacrificing time away from friends, family 
and creature comforts to tell our story and get 
our ‘hellos’ back to loved ones,” said Capt. Erika Saler-
no, Task Force Desert Hawk personnel officer.

As Kwan presented the news team with the flag and 
bestowed thanks on behalf of the entire unit, Schaler 
was brought to tears which she attributed to the passion 

National Guard Soldiers present embedded news team with flag
By Spc. Geneve N. Mankel
Task Force Desert Hawk, Public Affairs Office

that she holds for U.S. soldiers and her gratitude for 
what they do.

The news team is scheduled to return to Afghanistan 
later this year and continue coverage of the 1-285th 
ARB throughout its deployment.

Courtsey photo

Left, Command Sgt. Maj. Patrick Powers looks on as Lt. Col. 
Donald Kwan thanks ABC- 15 broadcast team, Karen Schaler 
and Filip Kapsa for telling thier story. Kwan and one of the 
unit’s Apache pilot crews presented Schaler and Kapsa with an 
American Flag for thier coverage of the unit’s activities.

Right, Spc. Virgilio Manalo and Sgt. Cesar Contreras load 
rounds into a Mark 19 machine gun at Tarnak Farms. This 
was Manalo’s first time firing the crew served weapon.
                 Sgt. 1st Class Krishna M. Gamble
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BAGRAM AIRFIELD– Pilots, crew chiefs and door 
gunners from the 82nd Combat Aviation Brigade’s 
task forces receive academic and flight training prior 
to conducting operations in support of Operation 
Enduring Freedom VIII, Afghanistan.

“Familiarizing the crewmembers with any up-
dated mechanics of the aircraft or precautions  that 
relate specifically to this environment such as the 
increase in altitude and terrain of Afghanistan is 
important for each mission,” said Capt. John Gunter, 
pilot and battle captain for Task Force Pegasus.  “If 
we don’t receive the training, we don’t get to fly.”

Aircrews receive this training to familiarize flight 
operations, terrain and environmental hazards that 
pose a specific threat to the Afghanistan area of op-
erational readiness.

“It is important for all aircrew members to re-
ceive this orientation of procedures, which provide 
information that can prevent accidents that have 
happened with past units,” said CW5 David Swann, 

Pilot training vital to mission success
By Pfc. Aubree Rundle
Task Force Pegasus Public Affairs office

senior instructor pilot for Task Force Pegasus.
Combat crew training is provided on a monthly 

basis to update crew members on map orientation of 
airfields, training areas, ranges and the locations of 
forward operation bases within the different regions 
of Afghanistan. Also included in these academics 
are the rules of engagement, weather hazards and 
protection of aircraft, airspace and flight procedures 
along with current threats to aviations and other pro-
cedures to assist in carrying out flight missions. 

“These classes are provided to maintain the pilot 
and crewmember’s ability to stay familiar with 
procedures and recognize and react to the various 
situations that may occur during the numerous flight 
missions conducted on a daily basis,” said Swann. 

“It is important to exchange stories that cover 
examples of incidents that may occur due to over 
confidence, complacency and poor judgment.”

The academics are a requirement for each mem-
ber of an aircrew to meet prior to approval from 
the task force command to conduct missions in the 
AOR.

BAGRAM AIRFIELD-- Staff Sgt. 
John D. Tanchak, Task Force Pega-
sus’ chaplain’s assistant, was named 
the newest member of the Sergeant 
Audie Murphy Club for the brigade 
March 28, and is one of six non-
commissioned officers to receive 
this award in the Combined Joint 
Task Force (CJTF)-82 at BAF.

“Tanchak has distinguished 
himself by maintaining his depend-
ability and staying dedicated to 
his mission here,” said Chaplain 
(Capt.) Shmuel Felzenberg, the TF 
Pegasus chaplain.  “He knows what 
is expected of him and executes 
with full compliance requesting 

By Pfc. Aubree Rundle
TF Pegasus Public Affairs

Chaplain assistant inducted in SAMC
little in return.”

Competing in the Audie Murphy 
board tests the leadership skills of 
qualified noncommissioned officers, 
their ability to respond to various 
situations with the best interest 
of their Soldiers at hand and their 
knowledge of each Soldier assigned 
under their leadership, said Tanchak.

 The SAMC was established in 
1986 and became Army-wide in 
1994. SAMC was established to rec-
ognize the leadership of NCOs in the 
active Army, Reserves and National 
Guard today.

 “Going to the SAMC board 
wasn’t just about me, it was about 
my Soldiers and how they help make 
me a better leader,” said Tanchak.

Staff Sgt. John D. Tanchak
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BAGRAM AIRFIELD – Members of the Bagram 
Airfield Community gathered for three nights in the 
MWR clamshell to revive their faith and celebrate the 
beginning of the spring season.

Enduring Faith Chapel Gospel services hosted the 
first Spring Revival at BAF March 21-23. The theme 
for the services, ‘having faith that please God’ was 
taken from the concept pointed out in Hebrews 11:6 
of the King James version of the Holy Bible, which 
reads,  … without faith, it is impossible to please God.

“Faith is what you believe in and it affects 
everything around you,” said Chap. (Maj.) Terry 
Simmons, Enduring Faith Chapel Gospel services 
chaplain. “I believe God had great impact on our 
BAF community.  I believe God has more plans 
to influence and move through us in BAF and 
Afghanistan.”

The services were open to all members of the 
BAF community to come and worship. Each night 
two ministers from the gospel service brought forth 

a message of 
hope, faith and 
encouragement. 
The gospel 
choir and praise 
dance team also 
contributed to 
the services 
through various 
performances, 
demonstrating 
their faith.

“In order to 
obtain faith, 
we have to 
be obedient 
to God’s 
commandments 
that are given to 
us,” said Sgt. 1st 
Class Kadesha 
Thompson, 82nd 
Combat Aviation 
Brigade. “[We 

Spring revival offers message of faith, encouragement
By Sgt. 1st Class Krishna M. Gamble
Task Force Pegasus Public Affairs

as Christians cannot] allow our faith to be wavered 
by anything.”

“Faith is developed by the word of God, by trials 
and past experiences,” Simmons said. “Faith is only 
developed in your relationship with God.”

Revival services can be traced back to before the 
18th century when preachers and teachers would 
gather in communities to spread the message of a 
particular doctrine, according to information gleamed 
from the Christian World Ministries web site. The 
teachings may have differed in presentation and 
denomination, but the central theme was the belief 
that in revival, the Spirit of God moves in and grips 
men and women in such a way that suddenly the 
community becomes God conscious. 

In those days, revivals were preceded by corporate 
prayer and had strong leaders who preached the 
message in a new and powerful manner. These 
revivalists preached at non-traditional times in non-
traditional places, and music was an important part 
of the services. Revival leaders often faced fierce 
opposition, but word of mouth helped spread revival 
services throughout communities and attendance 
would always increase.

Today, many churches and religious groups host 
revival services at the changing of the seasons 
–spring and fall.

 “It is time to take a stand.  A stand for 
faithfulness, a stand for understanding, a stand for 
guidance, a stand for love, a stand for learning and 
doing God will,” Thompson said. “No longer is it our 
will, but allow His will to be done.”

Sgt. 1st Class Krishna M. Gamble

Chaplain (Maj.) Terry Simmons 
annoints 2nd Lt Rosilyn Woodard 
as part of the Enduring Faith Prayer 
Ministry during Spring Revival 
services.

Pfc. Aubree Rundle

Spring Revival services were open to all Bagram Airfield 
community members to come and worship together.



Sgt. 1st Class Krishna M. Gamble

Command Sgt. Maj. David Brasfield, 82nd CAB 
command sergeant major, pins the 82nd patch on 
Command Sgt. Maj. Wayne Harper, command sergeant 
major of Task Group 633.7 of the Australian Army 
during the Task Force Corsair patch ceremony March 
16 at Kandahar Airfield.
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Sgt. 1st Class Krishna M. Gamble

Above, Spc. Robert Ritchey, aircraft electrician wiith 
Company D, 2nd Battalion, 82nd Combat Aviation 
Brigade cleans his weapon as he awaits transportation 
to the range at Kandahar Airfield. 
Below,CW2 Nicole Frederick, Black Hawk pilot with 
Company B, 2nd Battalion 82nd Combat Aviation 
Brigade, does a system check as she prepares for a 
flight. 

Sgt. 1st Class Krishna M. Gamble

Left, Col. Kelly Thomas, 82nd CAB commander, 
congratulates the 82nd Soldier for reenlisting while 
in Afghanistan. AH 64 attack helicopter repairer, Sgt. 
Anthony Contreras reenlisted for six years.
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BAGRAM AIRFIELD – A communications 
systems team from Company C., 122nd Aviation 
Support Battalion spearheaded an opportunity to 
test out a highly complex Internet Protocol boosting 
application to find a way to improve the tactical 
network. 

Sergeant Christopher Mills led the team that tested 
the new technology design to improve common 
communications. The team conducted operations 
of close monitoring and data collecting using their 
equipment.

Mills and his senior team member, Spc. Gabriel 
Gonzalez, worked with Staff Sgt.  John Flores and 
Spc. Booker T. Washington from network operations, 
and Capt. Han Nguyen, a senior engineer from 
CJTF-82, and specialists from the civilian support 

122nd ASB signal team conducts test to improve tactical network
ByStaff Sgt. Anthony L. Suggs
Task Force Atlas Public Affairs

team and developers of the system to setup the web 
page portion of the testing, allowing for a realistic 
scenario to the type of traffic and usage that would be 
seen on this type of network.   

Nguyen established two different methods of 
file transferring. These methods processed multiple 
forms of data ranging from the very simple word 
documents to larger, more complex PDF files and 
PowerPoint presentations.

Nguyen said he was pleased with the TCP various 
aspects of the tests.

“The tests enabled the team to obtain good 
knowledge of the new technology,” Nguyen said. 
“We proved that it does in fact work.” 

“Training of this type will continue with the goal 
of developing a more reliable and better performing 
service,” Gonzalez said. 

Aviation Chapel Weekly Schedule    
      

Monday:  Old Testament Bible Study 

   

Tuesday:  Movie Night       

   

Wednesday:  Protestant Worship / Christian Education 

                                           

Thursday:   Catholic Mass / Spanish Catholic Mass

Friday:  Jewish Sabbath Worship

Saturday:  Spanish Bible Study
                                        

  Aviation Chapel Movie Night
      showtime is every Tuesday at1430Z/1900L

 3 Apr:  Cancelled due to Passover   

10 Apr:  “The Passion of Christ”

17 Apr: “The Ten Commandments, Part I”

24 Apr:  “The Ten Commandments, Part II”    

POC for this event is TF Pegasus Religious              
Support Team at 231-2546/2547

Female Soldiers from 82nd 
Combat Aviation Brigade

Keeping each other strong... 
Army Strong!


